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Batsell jr, a pupil in Lafayette High School, Buffalo, 


a drawing Edgar A 
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the Art Room 


accomplished in an hour or less in answer to a question on the art comprehensive exami- 


nation in January 1934 


Regents Approve High School Curriculum Reorganization 


During the year the high school principals in 
the State, in cooperation with the superintend- 
ents of schools, presented definite recommenda- 
tions relative to the reorganization of the high 
school curriculum whereby the requirements for 
high school graduation might be readjusted and 
made much more flexible. These recommenda- 
tions received the full approval of the Commis- 
of Education and unanimously 
approved the Board the 
March meeting. 

The recommendations recognize the challenge 
education resulting from the 


were 
Regents at 


sioner 


by of 


to secondary 


marked increase in high school enrolment and 
the greater attention which must be given to 
the widely differing interests and abilities of 
the secondary school population. Recognition 
is also given to the necessity for better adjust- 
to meet the 
lie in other 


in the senior high school 
needs of 
fields than the so-called academic subjects but 
which are none the less important in developing 


individual ability and making each individual 


ment 


pupils whose interests 


most useful to society. 
With a finer articulation worked out in both 
junior and senior levels, the secondary school 
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will be in a position to render much larger 
service not only to adolescent pupils but also 
to society. 

These recommendations which are presented 
as a guide in curriculum organization are as 
follows: 

1 That the high school curriculum include 
English in each year, health education in 
each year, social studies in the ninth year 
and also in the twelfth year (in each year 
where will permit), also that 
guidance form a part of the program either 
through direct instruction or through in- 
direct group and _ individual 
These subjects should constitute what may 
be called the constants. 

2 That the value of sequential work be 
recognized. 
each pupil should be so planned that his 

and _ abilities 
lenged. It is therefore recommended that 
each pupil follow 
sequence in one of the following fields: 


conditions 


conferences. 


To this end the program of 


own interests may be chal- 


through a_ three-year 
social studies, science, mathematics, foreign 
language, music, drawing, commercial sub- 
jects, or arts and crafts, including practical 
or industrial arts. 

3 That each pupil also carry a two-year 
sequence in some field other than that of 
the three-year sequence. 

4 That the additional units necessary to 
complete the 15-unit program in the four- 
year high school, or the 12-unit program 
in the senior high school, be free electives. 
The complete program offered in any par- 
ticular should be determined in 
terms of the size of the school, the funda- 
mental arts and interests of the community, 
and the adolescent groups whose needs are 


schc 01 


to be served. 
5 That the junior high school (or grades 
7, 8 and 9 in the six-year secondary school) 
include in its curriculum English, social 
studies, science, mathematics, health educa- 
and arts. 
There partial or 
departmental organization. The 


should give recognition to individual differ- 


tion, drawing, music practical 


should be a comp!ete 


schc “ I 


ences in capacities, tastes and abilities in 
the organization and technic of class work. 
There definite 
plan of pupil guidance. 

The significance of the changes may be sum- 


should be a and effective 


marized as follows: 
1 The 


studies and health 


constants to include English, social 
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2 A three-year sequence 

3 A two-year sequence 

4 The balance of the curriculum to be offered 
as free electives 

The readjustment of the secondary curriculum 
along these lines is already under way in many 
This 
type of approach in curriculum construction will 
permit a much more flexible program and will 
give fairer consideration to the fields of music, 
art, industrial arts, homemaking and practical 
arts, and should result in a much wider choice 
in these fields for those pupils who will find 


of the more progressive schools. new 


these subjects much more helpful not only in 
their own individual growth and development 
but also as a means through which they may 
be able to serve the society of which they form 
a part. 

These changes will conform to the needs that 
are recognized in connection with the rapid 
comprehensive [ 


development of the type of 


secondary school. The public high school is no 
longer merely a college preparatory institution. 
It must serve the 
needs of all types of adolescents. Under the 
new program the pupils who are preparing for 
college will be served even more effectively and 
satisfactorily than has been possible heretofore. 
\t the same time the flexibility that is possible 
in the curriculum adjustments under the new 
plan will enable the school to meet its responsi- 
bility to all groups, whatever their aims and 


It is much more than that. 


objectives in life. 

These modifications in curriculum organiza- 
necessitate certain changes in the 
relative to the 


Full advice and informa- 


tion will 

regulations 
high school diplomas. 
tion will be available and forwarded to high 
school principals and to superintendents through- 


out the State early in June. 


issuance of state 


— 


Commissioner Graves Discusses 
‘*The Gift of Intelligence’ 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
spoke on “The Gift of Intelligence” in his 
address on the Mary Gaston Barnwell Founda- 
tion on March 7th in Philadelphia, Pa. Since 
1 world of intelligence, he said, it is 
and 


we live in < 


important that we strive to understand 
manage our distinctive heritage of intelligence 
in order that we may find for every person his 
most satisfactory place in life and his most 


appropriate contribution. 
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Doctor Holcomb Will Retire as Normal School Principal 





Dr Winfield A. Holcom 


Completing a half century of service in the 
teaching profession, Dr Winfield A. Holcomb 
will retire in June as principal of the Geneseo 
State Normal School. For the past 12 years 
he has successfully administered this school and 
has brought it to the front rank among teacher 
training institutions of the country. His resig 
nation has been accepted by the Board of 
Regents of The University of the State of 
New York with regret and with appreciation 
of his faithful and efficient service. The reso 
lution adopted by the Board reads as follows 

l‘oted, That the resignation of Dr W. A 
Holcomb as principal of the State Normal 
School at Geneseo be accepted with regret and 
that the Board of Regents tender its hearty 
thanks and congratulations upon his successful 
administration of the Geneseo school and upon 
the completion of a half century of faithful 
service in the teaching profession 


Presenting the resignation of Doctor Hol 
comb to the Board, Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves said 


Dr Winfield A. Holcomb, principal of the 
State Normal School at Geneseo, has offered 


his resignation to take effect June 30, 1934. 
Before taking charge of the Geneseo school, 
12 years ago, Doctor Holcomb had served the 
Education Department faithfully and efficiently 
for 16 years as assistant director of the Exam 
inations Division and as Chief of the Teacher 
Certification Bureau. As several of the Regents 
will recall, I released him temporarily to the 
normal school in a period of great emergency, 
and felt obliged to surrender him permanently 
because of a unanimous and insistent petition 
from the local board of managers to be allowed 
to retain him. He has now completed 50 years 
of educational service in the State, and wishes 
to retire I recommend that the resignation 
be accepted with regret 

Doctor Holcomb went to the Geneseo State 
Normal School in 1922 after a rich experience 
in the schools of the State and in the State 
Education Department. He began his teaching 
career before completing high school and con 
tinued it following his graduation from the 
Fredonia State Normal School in 1886. After 
serving as principal of the high school at Ripley 
for four years he accepted the office of school 
commissioner of the second district of Chau 
tauqua county. He was reelected to this office 
for five terms, serving until January 1906, when 
he resigned to accept a position in the State 
Education Department as inspector of high 
schools He afterwards became successively 
inspector of teachers training classes and train 
ing schools, assistant director of the Examina 


tions and Inspections Division and Chief of tl 


«¢ 
Teacher Certification Bureau 

By his successful administration of the 
Geneseo State Normal School Doctor Holcomb 
has made a distinctive contribution to the devel 
opment of the teacher-training program of the 
State. He has impressed his own high stand 
ards upon the young men and women who have 
received their professional preparation for 
teaching at the school. He has filled a large 
place in the life of the community He will 
retire respected and beloved by all with whom 


he has come in contact in his long service 


The Watertown board of education has named 
William E. Hewitt principal of the Watertown 
High School to succeed the late Gary M. Jones 


Mr Hewitt has been vice principal of the school. 
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Commissioner Presides at 
Conference on School Crisis 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
\pril 
6th at the Citizens Conference on the Crisis in 
Education held April 5th and 6th in Columbus, 
Ohio. In the former Governor 
Alfred E. Smith, who was scheduled to address 


presided at the session on the evening of 


absence of 


the conference, Commissioner Graves read Mr 
Smith’s address. Other speakers at the session 
were Dorothy Canfield Fisher, who discussed 
“What Can Do?’ Newton D. 


Parents and 


Baker, whose topic was “ Making Men of 
Boys.” 

Governor Smith’s address declared that to 
meet the crisis in education is first and fore 


most the problem of the several states, and the 
problems of public education can not be solved 
until states revise their tax systems to relieve 
general property, especially agriculture, and to 
tap those sources of revenue represented by in 
come and segregations of wealth. 

Citing the record of New York State, where 
education is firmly established as a state func- 
tion and supported by state funds, the former 
Governor showed that through legislation based 
upon extensive studies the State has adopted the 
principle that every child has the right to a 
standard educational opportunity and that wealth 
must be taxed where it is to provide education 
for children wherever they may be. 

“As a result of its system of taxation and 
its method of equalizing educational opportunity 
through a state plan of financing schools,” he 
continued, “ New York’s educational system has 
withstood the economic storm better than have 
No schools have been closed. The 
190 days has been 


schedules are 


most states. 
school year of 
The 


minor 


minimum 


maintained. state salary 
intact. With 


school service has been abandoned. 


exceptions, no needed 
New York 
has avoided those stupid attempts of society to 
make little children pay for adult folly and mis 
management. As the economic tide turns, New 
York is ready to move forward on a 
progressive educational program.” 

“belief in the public schools 
as profound contributors to the strength or 
weakness of the State or the Nation,” the 
former Governor declared, “ The time has come 


sound, 


Expressing his 


for men and women who believe in democracy 
to declare the simple truth, that government 


can be no better than the schools that prepare 
privileges of 


youth to bear the rights and 


citizenship.” 


THE STATE OF 


NEW YORK 


Faculty of State College 
Honors Dr H. W. Rockwell 


The faculty of the State College 
at Buffalo held an anniversary dinner on March 


Teachers 


23d, in recognition of the completion of 15 years 
Harry W. Rockwell as head 


Greetings were extended by 


of service by Dr 
of the institution. 
Dr Hermann Cooper, representing the New York 
State 
Park, representing the University of Buffalo: 


Education Department; by Dean Julian 


and by Inez Parker, president of the College 


Alumni Association. Messages of greeting 


Graves, Commis 
Hartwell, 
| 


were read from Dr Frank P. 
Education; Dr Ernest C. 
Buffalo city 


sioner of 
superintendent of the schoo 
Regent John Lord O'Brian; Dr J. Cayce Morri 
\ssistant 


Education; Dr 


Commissioner for Elementary 


Leslie O 


son, 
Cummings, dean of 
the School of Education, University of Buffalo: 
Dr Charles W 
State Normal School, in behalf of the 


and the Rev 


Hunt, principal of the Oneonta 
\merican 
\ssociation of Teachers Colleges ; 
Cameron Davis, bishop of the Diocese of West 
ern New York. The 
delivered by Dr Charles Hubbard Judd, chair 


Education of the 


principal address was 


man of the Department of 


University of Chicago, on the topic * The 
Future of Teacher Training in the American 
Educational System.” \ testimonial, hand 


Margaret Houston, a student in 


the art department, and bearing the 


illumined by 
signatures 


of all the members of the faculty, was presented 


to Doctor Rockwell 


257 of 272 North Creek Pupils 
Enrolled in Music Courses 


Two hundred fifty-seven of the 272 pupils 
registered in all grades from the first through 


the twelfth in the North Creek High School ars 
Of this 


enrolled in music courses and activities 


number, 138 pupils are receiving regular musical 


instruction in the grades, eight are in the class 
16 in the class in history 


orus, 41 


in rudiments of music 
in the girls’ 


of music, 34 in the boys’ ch 


chorus, and 20 in the band 


Dr Adam Leroy Jones, director of admissions 


at Columbia University since 1909, died on 


March 2d at the age of 60 years. 
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Dr Joseph P. O’Hern Will Retire in June 


Dr Joseph P. O’Hern, deputy superintendent 
of schools in Rochester, has announced his in- 
tention of retiring at the end of the present 
school year. He will thus end a long and de- 
voted service that has been marked by capable 
administration, loyalty to the schools and in- 
spiring leadership. Of this service Dr Herbert 
P. Weet, who recently retired as superintendent 
of schools, said: 

During practically my entire administration 
as superintendent of schools I have had associ- 
ated with me, first as assistant and later as 
deputy superintendent, Dr Joseph P. O’Hern. 
His loyalty to the public schools, his scholarly 
interests, his refined qualities as a gentleman 
are known and admired by all. He has been of 
invaluable assistance during all this period. 

Announcing the retirement of Doctor O’Hern, 
‘ Schoolways,” the publication of the Rochester 
Teachers Association, said in part: 

For many years the Rochester educational 
system has had in Dr Joseph P. O'Hern a leader 
who has brought to it that steadily increasing 
respect and confidence that unwavering integrity 
justly inspires. His life in the community has 
been vicariously a source of strength to us all, 
and a worthy pattern for every pupil and 
teacher under his jurisdiction. 

His ethical purpose proceeds from the heart, 
and Mr O’Hern is a big-hearted friend. He 
has treated all with sympathy and justice. His 
kindliness has reached all whom he knew in 
every instance of illness or trouble. His Chris- 
tian spirit has pervaded all his relations. When 
the Pope recently made him a Knight of Malta 
in recognition of these spiritual qualities, all 
were grateful, because we had long known him 
worthy of even such high honor. 

“He is a great man who inhabits a sphere 
of thought into which others rise with labor 
and difficulty.” Doctor O’Hern has lived long 
with the poets, the great writers, and the phi- 
losophers. The quality of his mind reflects this 
intercourse. His judgments have been sure be 
cause of this broad reading and reflection. His 
spirit has been tolerant because of his knowledge 
of life and human limitations. I'e exemplifies 
the scholar. 

When the State Teachers College at Albany 
conferred upon Mr O’Hern the degree of doctor 
of philosophy it merely confirmed an opinion of 
his learning held by all who knew him. 

Doctor O’Hern is a capable administrator of 
educational projects, efficient in all his work. 
To him fell a large share of the responsibility 
for guiding the educational processes of our 
system. His conspicuous success in this field 
has had much to do with the building up of a 
wide repute for our Rochester schools. His 
counsel has been widely sought and his plans 
freely praised. Yet with it all he remains the 


most modest of men, and he would be the last 
to claim even the slightest credit for the ex- 
cellences for which our schools have been 
commended. 

Doctor O’Hern was graduated from the 
Geneseo State Normal School and from the 
University of Rochester. He received his mas- 
ter’s degree from the University of Rochester 
in 1895, and the degree of Ph. B. from the 
American College at Rome in 1894 and from 
Harvard University in 1898. After teaching in 
a Rochester preparatory school from 1894 to 
1904, he became head of the English department 
of West High School, Rochester. He was vice 
f the school in 1910-12. In 1913 


he was appointed assistant superintendent of 


principal « 


schools and in 1929 he was named deputy super- 


intendent of schools. 


———— | 


Broadcasting System Proposes 
State Radio Debate League 
The creation of a statewide radio debate 
league may be undertaken this year. The 
Columbia Broadcasting System, through station 
WOKO, at Albany, has indicated a willingness 


of such an organiza- 


to sponsor the programs 
tion if it is created. 

The offer came at the end of the 1934 series 
of the Suburban High School Radio Debate 
League, composed of schools near Albany. The 
debates of this league, in which Ravena High 
School defeated the Castleton High School for 
the championship, were broadcast over station 
WOKO 

These debates were so popular that the station 


offered to extend the program. In order to 


determine whether or not the schools of the 
State would be interested in such a plan, it is 
asked that all those desiring to cooperate write 
to Robert J. Shillinglaw, Principal, Castleton 
High School, Castleton on Hudson, advising 
him to that effect. 

If enough schools are interested the plan will 
be carried out. The suggestion is that the 
league be organized along the lines of the state 
athletic group and conduct local debate tourna- 
ments with the winners meeting winners of 
other zones until the state champions are 
selected. It is proposed to divide the league 


» accommodate schools in 


into two groups t 
rural areas as well as in cities. 
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Schools Issue 101,532 


A total of 101,532 certificates of literacy were 
issued by school officials during the period of 
registration and Election Day in 1933, accord- 
ing to a summary of reports compiled by the 


Department. This is a greater number than 
in any previous year except the presidential 
years of 1928 and 1932, and is 26,000 larger 


than the number issued in 1931. 
The number who failed to pass the literacy 
tests administered by the schools was 7448, or 


7.35 per cent of those who tried the tests. This 
19 

Certificates of literacy issued: 

On presentation of day school credentials. ... 29 

On presentation of evening school credentials 3 

On passing Regents literacy tests. 116 

Total issued 150 
Number of failures in literacy tests 13 
Per cent of failures 10 
Number applying for certificates of literacy 163 
Comparison of men and women 

Number of men receiving certificates 

Per cent of men receiving certificates 

Number of women receiving certificates 

Per cent of women receiving certificates 


Number of men applying for certificates 1 
Per cent of men applying for certificates 


Number of women applying for certificates 58 
Per cent of women applying for certificates 35 
Per cent of men failing in literacy tests... 8 
Per cent of women failing in literacy tests.. 1 
Number of different examiners used $ 
Number of different buildings used 2 


a Presidential year. 


Committee Named To Survey 
New York City Schools 

of New York City has 

named Robert E. Simon, formerly president of 


Mayor LaGuardia 
the United Parents Association, Supreme Court 
i Mrs Nathan S. 
Straus jr and Dr Berle sr as members 


Cropsey, 
Ae 


of the committee to survey the public school 


Justice James 


system of New York City as authorized recently 
by the board of education. Superintendent of 
Harold G. Campbell Dr 
F. Russell, dean of Teachers College, 
Dr John W. Withers 
dean of the School of Education of New York 
University ; and Frederick W. Chambers, audi- 
the board of 


schools has named 


William 


Columbia University ; 


tor of education, as members of 


the survey committee. 


T 
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Certificates of Literacy 


is a lower percentage of than in 


The percentage of women re 


failure any 
previous year. 
ceiving certificates of literacy is steadily grow- 
ing and was larger last year than in any previ 
ous year. Many certificates not recorded in the 
table below were issued throughout the year by 
school superintendents to persons who completed 
courses in evening schools and passed the 
Regents literacy test. 


Figures showing the result of the operation 








of the law for the past six years follow: 
8a 1929 1930 1931 1932a 19 
S35 4 184 4 138 & 443 12 428 6 
601 473 x4 x $38 ; 
760 41 380 49 625 Of j 137 55 13 784 
194 46 93 + 14 75 15 86 101 5 
104 5 044 6 678 l 11 ; 7 448 
ov 10.84 11.87 Fete 7 
298 51 81 60 825 86 148 161 848 108 98 
> 715 188 4 ) $45 58 R¢ 
71.00 O8 | Of ( 71 ( 14 7.4 
1 2 16 972 5 91 59 941 } + 
8.94 34 $.29 Re 42 
37 1 4 4 8 144 9 O81 ¢ 7 
28 72.6 7 67 .47 61.71 58.48 
319 1 ) 18 122 8 } 62 767 45 24 
72 > 35 8 : a 70 41.51 
57 12.3 13.8 | ; 9.46 1.6 
51 5 l S 4.94 $005 
701 170 O4 64 
R02 l 84 8 l 


District Superintendents Name 
Charles B. Earl Treasurer 


Charles B. Earl of Waterloo, superintendent 
of schools of the second supervisory district of 
Seneca county, was elected treasurer of the 


New York State Association of District Super 


intendents at a special meeting of the associa 


tion held on March 2Ist in Albany. He fills 
the vacancy caused by the death on January 
17th of Superintendent Orrin A. Kolb 
<> 
The girls’ glee club of the department of 


public school music of the State Normal School 
at the 


Columbia Broadcasting System on March 3lst. 


Fredonia broadcast a program over 





any 


w- 
Vi- 
the 


by 


ted 
the 


on 


26 


84 











BULLETIN TO 


Tests Will Be Given for 


\ series of tests for all prospective entrants 
to state normal schools and to the State 
Teachers College at Buffalo will be given again 
this year. The tests are scheduled for May 19th 
from 9 a. m. to 3.30 p. m., Eastern Standard 
Time, at a number of centers in different parts 
of the State. The tests are general in type and 
do not require special preparation on the part 
of the applicants. Candidates for admission to 
the State College for Teachers at Albany are 
not required to take these tests. Those who 
desire to enter that institution are advised to 
communicate with the registrar of the college. 

Applicants who do not take the tests in May 
can not be assured of a decision regarding 
admission until after school opens in September. 
It is suggested that these applicants communi- 
cate with the institution that they desire to 
enter concerning later dates for taking the tests. 
Students who expect to enter teacher-training 
institutions in February 1935 are urged to take 
the tests this May. Identification cards for 
admission to the tests will be sent to high school 
principals and district superintendents upon 
request to the Teacher Education and Certifi- 
cation Division of the Department. These 
cards should be sent to the Department not 
later than May 5th. 

Application blanks for matriculation, report 
forms for the principal's confidential state- 
ment and the physical examination may be 
secured from principals of the normal schools 
or the president of the State Teachers College 
at Buffalo. Candidates are urged to file as 
early as possible all necessary credentials for 
admission with the institution that they desire 
to enter. A personal interview is required of 
all applicants to the State Teachers College at 
Buffalo and is optional with the state normal 
schools. Applicants will be accepted = or 


Oneonta Building Will Be 
Memorial to Doctor Bugbee 


The recently completed $500,000 addition to 
the Oneonta State Normal School is to be 
named The Percy I. Bugbee Training School, 
in recognition of Doctor Bugbee, who retired 
last June after 35 years at the head of the 


schoc I. 
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Normal School Entrance 


rejected upon the following considerations: 
(1) high school scholastic record, (2) scores 
earned on matriculation test, (3) high school 
principal's confidential statement, (4) health 
record, (5) personal interviews when required 
by the institutions. 

The tests may be taken at any of the fol- 
lowing centers: 

Albany, State College for Teachers 

Batavia High School 

Binghamton High School 

Brockport Normal School 

Buffalo State Teachers College 

Canajoharie High School 

Cortland Normal School 

Elmira Free Academy 

Fredonia Normal School 

Geneseo Normal School 

Geneva High School 

Glens Falls High School 

Hornell High School 

Huntington High School 

Kingston High School 

Liberty High School 

Malone, Franklin Academy 

Middletown High School 

New Paltz Normal School 

Olean High School 

Oneonta Normal School 

Oswego Normal School 

Patchogue High School 

Plattsburg Normal School 

Potsdam Normal School 

Rochester City Normal School 

Saranac Lake High School 

Springville High School 

Syracuse Central High School 

Utica Free Academy 

Watertown High School 

Yonkers High School 


Middleburg Central School 
Dedicated on April 6th 


Regent William Leland Thompson and Ray 
P. Snyder, Director of the Rural Education 
Division, spoke at the dedication of the Middle 
burg Central School on April 6th. Both con 
gratulated the community upon the modern 
facilities that the school affords 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Education Department 


Cuarves F. Proses, Editor 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, ’., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 


APRIL 16, 1934 


May Day Is Child Health Day 


On May Ist will be celebrated the tenth anni- 
versary of National Child Health Day. In the 
years since its initiation by the American Child 
Health Association in 1924, the observance of 
the day has undergone significant changes. Each 
year new groups have realized that they had 
a contribution to make. Steadily communities 
have understand that 
child health is for the best interests of children. 

The Conference of State and Provincial 
Health Authorities of North America, the body 
which last year assumed the future responsi- 
bility for the national conduct of Child Health 
Day, believes that adequate care for babies and 
for expectant and nursing mothers must be the 


come to teamwork for 


foundation on which to build a nation of healthy 
children. They have therefore elected to con- 
tinue the use this year of the slogan, ‘“ Mothers 
and Babies First.” 

The American Child Health Association, with 
headquarters at 450 Seventh avenue, New York 
City, has material helpful to those planning to 
observe Child Health Day. 


—o-———_- 


Completes 25 Years of Service 

Alfred W. Abrams on April Ist received the 
congratulations of colleagues in the Department 
and other friends upon the completion of 25 
years of successful service as head of the Visual 
Instruction Division. 

During this period the work and service of 
the Division have grown tremendously. In 
1909, when he was appointed Chief of the Di- 
vision by the late Andrew S. 
Draper, loans of slides totaled fewer than 50,000 


Commissioner 





THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


a year and the slides were used for the most 
part for illustrated lectures, chiefly travelogs. 


In recent years, under the direction of Mr 
Abrams, this service has been increased and 
broadened so that more than a million slides 


were lent to schools in 1933, and screen pictures 


have become a part of classroom instruction 
and a basal means of developing the regular 
curriculum. 


—__0-————- 


Adults Attend Central School 

Regent Owen D. Young in February pre- 
sented to more than 100 adults diplomas certi- 
their 
evening school course at the Van Hornesville 
School, the 
gave to his home community. 


fying to completion of a ten weeks’ 


modern central school which he 

The evening school was one means of answer- 
ing the wishes of the school’s patrons, many 
of them past middle age, that they as well as 
the children of the community, might enjoy the 
the institution. When 
agriculture and homemaking were made avail 


able, they enthusiastically took advantage of the 


benefits of courses in 


unusual opportunity, and were earnest, diligent 
and appreciative students. 


—Q-—— 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


Council of School Superintendents, Saranac Inn, 
September 24th, 25th and 26th 
Teachers’ first and 

tricts of Chemung county, Elmira, April 20th; 


conferences : second dis- 


fourth district of Cattaraugus county, Fre 
donia, April 27th; first district of Lewis 
county, Beaver Falls and Harrisville, May 


17th and 18th; fourth district of St Lawrence 
county, Madrid, May 18th, Waddington, May 
25th, Lisbon, June Ist; first district of Clinton 
county, Peru, May 28th; third 

Broome county, Endwell, June 21st 


district of 


—_——OQ——— 


Dr Albert R. Mann, provost of Cornell Uni- 
versity, has been named by Governor Lehman 
to act as chairman of the State Planning Board, 
which will work with the Governor in making 
an intensive survey of agriculture, industry, 
forests, parks and other social and commercial 
features of New York State, and in developing 
program for these projects. 
Frank P. 


a_ systematized 


Commissioner of Education Graves 


is a member of the board. 
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Regents and Commissioner 
Honor President Eliot 


On March 20th the alumni of Harvard Uni- 
versity celebrated with memorial exercises the 
100th anniversary of the birth of Charles 
William Eliot. At its meeting on March 15th 
the Board of Regents adopted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Board of Regents of 
The University of the State of New York, as 
the corporate body in control of education in 
this Commonwealth for the past century and 
a half, and as one of the corporations that con- 
ferred the degree of doctor of laws upon Presi- 
dent Eliot, send to the president and fellows, 
the board of overseers and the allied alumni 
organizations of Harvard University, cordial 
greetings and felicitations upon this day dedi- 
cated to the honor of this great educational 
leader to whom America is so deeply indebted. 

At the Albany meeting, Commissioner of 
Education Frank P. Graves paid tribute to 
President Eliot’s contributions to education in 
this country and throughout the world. “ The 
marvelous progress in the conception and ad- 
vancement of education during the past half 
century,” said Commissioner Graves, “has 
largely centered around the life and work of 
Charles William Eliot.” 





o--— 


Department Redistricts 
Cayuga County Schools 


Following the death on February 4th of 
Lee N. Taplin, superintendent of schools of the 
third supervisory district of Cayuga county, 
the State Education Department has reduced 
the supervisory districts in that county from 
five to four \ survey of the field indicated 
that the continuance of five supervisory districts 
is no longer necessary to serve the educational 
interests of the county. The county has been 
redistricted as follows 

First district: towns of Cato, Conquest, Ira, 
Sterling, Victory; Howard S. Murphy, super- 
intendent 

Second district: towns of Aurelius, Brutus, 
Fleming, Mentz, Montezuma, Sennett, Throop ; 
Charles H. Owen, superintendent 

Third district: towns of Genca, Ledyard, 
Scipio, Springport, Venice; Clyde B. Myers, 
superintendent 

Fourth district: towns of Locke, Moravia, 
Niles, Owasco, Sempronius, Summer Hill; Mrs 


Mabelle L. Rodger, superintendent 


Schools Asked To Aid 
in Diphtheria Prevention 

The State Education Department is urging 
active support of the spring campaign inaugur- 
ated by the State Health Department to stimu- 
late action by the public in the protection of 
children against diphtheria. 

Dr Thomas Parran jr, Commissioner of 
Health, has found the recent occurrence of 
small but explosive epidemics sufficient to war- 
rant the request of all groups interested in 
health to support him in popularizing the use 
of the effective measures now available for 
diphtheria control. 

The improved technic and materials now allow 
the immunization of an individual in two doses 
instead of the three formerly required. This 
is regarded as favorably affecting the public's 
participation in the protection 

It is especially stressed that the more success- 
ful results and more acute need for this treat- 
ment concern children of the age of six months 
to five years. 

It is suggested that pupils of the junior and 
the senior high schools could well have as a 
part of their contribution to the campaign a 
convincing presentation of the need for all 
adults and parents to accept their duty in pro- 
viding such prevention to all the babies and 
children in their care. If parents have knowl- 
edge of the benefits of this step in prevention, 
the control of this severe disease will be much 
more effective in future years. Such a disease 
is waste of life and resource when there is at 
hand a sure remedy. It is hoped that all school 
personnel will actively assist health agencies in 


making this statewide effort a success 


State Library Book Loans 
in March Reach Record 


If the demand on the State Library from 
schools, colleges, libraries, business houses etc 
for books not available in local libraries is a 
valid indication, the month of March is the peak 
of the school and reading year 

During the month just past, the State Library 
sent out 9517 books in 1041 packages, to every 
part of the State, paying special attention to 
furnishing these books to small communities 
where local library facilities are slender. 
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Charles H. Cheney Retires 
as District Superintendent 


Charles H. Cheney, superintendent of schools 


of the second supervisory district of West- 
chester county, retired April Ist after a long 
and successful administration. He has _ been 


succeeded by Thomas J. Wagner, who has been 


principal of the Croton High School at 
Croton on Hudson. 
Superintendent Cheney began supervisory 


work in January 1906 as school commissioner 


county and became district 


New and modern build- 


in Westchester 
superintendent in 1912. 
ings, a loyal and professionally alert teaching 
staff and enriched curriculums are evidences of 
the educational supervision and leadership that 
he has exercised. Schoolmen of the district are 
proud to be known as “Cheney's Men,” 
have an organization with that name, which ts 


and 


the outgrowth of the meetings of schoolmen of 
1924 at Superintendent 
A number of 


the district started in 
Cheney's suggestion. 


district 


years oo 
presented to him a 


National Education 


teachers of the 
life membership in the 
\ssociation. 
Superintendent Cheney has been prominent in 
educational and community activities. He was 
the first president of the New York State Asso- 
Superintendents, has been 


ciation of District 


president of the State Teachers Retirement 
Board and a member of the legislative com- 
mittee of the New York State Teachers 


\ssociation. 

Beginning his teaching in 1899, following his 
State Normal 
in a 


graduation from the Potsdam 
School, Charles H. 
district school in Westchester county, and then 


elementary from 


Cheney taught first 


was principal of an school 


1902 to 1905. He continued his education by 
studying at the New York Law School, New 
York University and Columbia University, 


hachelor of science 
arts. In 1932 he 
New York University to receive 


university's 


receiving the degrees of 


and master of was one of 
34 alumni of 
at the 
medallion for meritorious service 


centennial celebration a 


Seward S. Travis, formerly superintendent of 
schools of Sayville, has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Sayville board of education to fill the 


unexpired term of the late Marinus Buys. 


THE STATE OF 


NEW YORK 


Four-Year Industrial Course 
at Oswego Is Authorized 


The Board of 
March 15th 
Education to 


Regents at its meeting on 


authorized the Commissioner of 
four-year course in 


Normal 


establish a 
industrial arts at the Oswego State 
School. 

The Board of Regents accepted with regret 
the resignation of District 
Charles H. Cheney, of White Plains, as a mem- 
State Board, 


upon which he has served for 21 years, and ap- 


Superintendent 


ber of the Teachers Retirement 
pointed to succeed him District Superintendent 
P. B. Matthews. of Bridgehampton. 

The Board reappointed Mrs Ledyard Cogs 
well, of Loudonville, as a member of the board 
of visitors of the New York State College for 
Teachers at Albany. 

The name of SS. Peter and Paul's School in 


Elmira was changed by the Board to Elmira 
Catholic High School, and the school was 
advanced in grade from middle grade, two 


years, to middle grade, three years. 


Radio Programs 


Rural Education Division 
The program for the April 17th to May 15th 
radio talks on rural life 
sponsored by the Rural Education Division of 
station 


rural education and 


the Department and broadcast from 
WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 12.35 p. m. 
follows : 

April 17th, “ The Early Recognition of Un- 
suspected Cases of Tuberculosis in Childhood,” 
Dr John E. Gainor, the Albany 
County Medical Society 

April 24th, “ The Family Physician and Pre 
ventive Medicine,” Dr 
representing the Albany County Medical Society 

May Problems of the Annual 
Meeting of the Wayne G 
Benedict, superintendent of schools of the first 


representing 


Henry |. K. Shaw, 


Ist, “* Leading 
School District,” 
supervisory district of Madison county 

May &th, “How To Solve Some of Your 
District's Ray P. Snyder, Director, 


Education Division, State 


Problems,” 
Rural Education 
Department 

May 15th, “ A Century of Training Teachers 
for New York State Schools,” William M 
French, School of Education, Yale University 
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Regent Woodward and 
Commissioner Dedicate School 


Regent Roland B. Woodward and Commis- 
sioner of Education Frank P. Graves were 
speakers at the dedication of the Brockport 
Central Rural School on April 12th. Commis- 
sioner Graves congratulated the people of the 
district upon their wisdom in taking advantage 
of the central rural school act and in providing 
increased educational facilities for their chil- 
dren. He commended especially District Super- 
intendent of Schools Fred W. Hill, P. A. 
Blossom, Dr Alfred C. Thompson, principal of 
the Brockport State Normal School, Regent 
Roland B. Woodward, President J. J. Ginther 
and the board of education, and the parent 
teacher association. The Commissioner ex- 
plained that the erection of the Brockport High 
School constitutes but a part of the achievement 
of Superintendent Hill, who has worked un- 
tiringly, he said, for the cause of rural 


education. 


Western New York Group 
of Geographers Organize 

\ western New York group interested in 
human and physical geography met recently at 
Buffalo at the invitation of Katheryne Thomas 
Whittemore and M. Melvina Svec, of the de 
partment of geography of the State Teachers 
College at Buffalo. Geographers attended from 
Rochester, Brockport, Fredonia, Hamburg and 
Buffalo. A temporary organization was formed 
with Mrs Whittemore as chairman and Anthony 
West, of the Brockport State Normal School, 
as secretary. 

\ dinner will be held during the western zone 
meeting of the New York State Teachers Asso 
ciation at Buffalo next November, at which time 
i permanent organization will be formed. The 
dinner will be open to all those of western New 
York, from Syracuse west, who are interested 

1 human and physical geography. lurther 
innouncements will be made. 

During the spring the group is at work on a 
Inbliography of material on western New York 
State and a survey of research is underway. 
Plans for field trips and the mapping of land 
itilization in selected areas are being made. 

ny interested in joining these activities are 


nvited to write to the chairman or the secretary. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include 
the following : 

Hornell, addition to high school, $26,218.46; 
approved February 23d 

North Tonawanda, reconstruction of Ironton 
School damaged by fire, $12,000; approved 
March 2d 

Sherwood, shower installation in Emily How- 
land Central School, $300; approved March 2d 

Fairport, alteration to West Church Street 
School, $7022; approved March 9th 

Lower Jay, Essex county, new grade school, 
$20,000; approved March 12th 

Middletown, alteration in electric lighting of 
Memorial School, $1500; approved March 14th 

Allentown, addition to grade and high school, 
$45,000; approved March 16th 

Averill Park, remodeling to provide garage 
and classrcom, $2010.43; approved March 2lst 

Van Antwerp School, Schenectady, improve- 
ments to school, $1500; approved March 2st 

Mattituck, new grade and high = school, 
$245,000; approved March 27th 

Jamestown, new industrial arts building, 
$150,000; approved March 30th 

District 5, Johnstown, Fulton county, addition 
to school, $1830; approved April 4th 

tath, excavation and construction of storage 
rooms, $2000; approved April 4th 

Hudson Falls, alteration to old high school, 
$45,000; approved April 4th 

South Corinth, new two-room school, $10,000 ; 
approved April 4th 

Yatesville, new one-room school, $3700; ap- 
proved April 4th 

District 3, Colonie (Roosevelt School), 
\lbany county, C. W. A. 


$2633.75; approved April 7th 


improvements, 


o—— 


Dr E. H. Eaton, Author 
of Bird Books, Is Dead 


Dr Elon Howard Eaton, professor of ology 
at Hobart and William Smith colleges since 
1908, and later head of that department, died 
on March 27th at the age of 67 years. Doctor 
Eaton was author of the two-volume New York 
State Museum Memoir on the Birds of New 
York State. He contributed an article for this 
year’s Bird Day number of the Bulletin to the 


Pel | hools 


THE UNIVERSITY OF 


THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


Department Has Lantern Slides of National Parks 


The Visual Instruction Division announces 
the following groups of slides on the national 
The set on the Grand Canyon and Set 
Park each offer sufficient 


The other sets may 


parks. 
55 on Yellowstone 
slides for use at one time. 
be ordered in combination. 

Study notes have been prepared by the Visual 
Instruction Division for Yellowstone Park and 
the Grand Canyon. The other parks are cov- 
ered by the pamphlet Glimpses of Our National 
Parks, issued by the National Park Service 
Upon request the publication corresponding to 
the slides ordered will be sent with the shipment 


of slides. 


Orders should be by title and set number. 

Title No. of slides 

Acadia, Mount Desert Island, 

Maine 

30-PB Bryce Canyon, Utah 

30-PC Crater Lake, Oregon 

35 Grand Canyon 

30-PG Grand Teton 

30-PH Hot Springs 

30-PL Lassen .. 

30-PM Mesa Vi. 

30-PN Mount Rainier 

30-PR Rocky Mountain 

30-PS Sequoia . 

35 Yellowstone nein d ee 

R9-Y Yellowstone (short set selected 
from Set 55) 

30-PY Yosemite 

30-PZ Zion 


Set no. 
30-PA 


Nenweuun 


Notes from the Field 


Jared Scudder, professor of Latin at the 
Albany Academy for nearly 50 years, died on 
February 20th at the age of 70 years. 


Henry Mendelsohn, principal of Public School 
167, Brooklyn, died on March 18th. He was 
also principal of New Utrecht Evening High 
School. 

The domestic science school of the New York 
State School of Agriculture at Delhi was badly 
damaged by fire on February 13th 


Rufus D. Smith, dean of the Washington 
Square College of New York University, has 
been appointed provost of the university, an ad- 
ministrative office recently established by the 
council of the university. Dean Smith, working 
under Chancellor Harry Woodburn Chase, will 
direct the instructional budgets of the several 
schools and divisions of the university and will 
deal with educational problems and interrelation 
ships growing out of such budgets. 


A199m-Ap34-13,500(12081) 


\ bond issue of $40,000 to finance an eight- 
room addition to the Heatly Junior High School 
in Green Island was authorized at a special 
meeting on April 2d. 


Willard W. Beatty, superintendent of schools 
at Bronxville, has been reelected president of 
the Progressive Education Association. Other 
officers elected are: vice president, Elsie R. 
Clapp, of Louisville, Ky.; treasurer, Clyde R. 
Miller, director of the Bureau of Educational 
Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
president, Dr John Dewey, 


Service, 
versity ; honorary 
Columbia University. 

Edison Ellsworth Oberholtzer, superintendent 
of schools at Houston, Texas, was elected presi- 
dent of the Department of Superintendence of 
the National Education Association at the recent 
Cleveland meeting. Paul C. Stetson, superin- 
tendent of schools at Indianapolis, Mr Ober- 
holtzer’s predecessor as head of the department, 


becomes first vice president. 
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